
EASTER SUNDAY 
 

 

The Mystery of Easter 
 

Luke 24:1-12 (NIV)  
1 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the 
stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, 

suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the 
ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, 

while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be 
raised again.’ ” 8 Then they remembered his words. 9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the 

others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not 

believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw 

the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.  

What do you make of all this? What’s up with the decorations, the mood, all the people? It’s kind of like a mystery – the mystery of 
Easter at Light of the Valley.   

This past year, my boys have really gotten into Encyclopedia Brown and Nancy Drew books. So, naturally, they opened a private 
detective agency – twice. They’ve written stories and drawn graphic novels about mysteries. They have made short videos with their 
stuffed animals solving cases.  

Most of us enjoy a good mystery as we try to put all the pieces together to figure out who did what. That’s what the women had on 
that very first Easter Sunday morning – a mystery, one that had left them wondering. If we are going to solve this mystery, we have 
examine the evidence and put together the clues.  

It happened on the first day of the week, the first day after the Sabbath. So, this is Sunday morning, the third day of Jesus being in 
the tomb following his death on the cross. The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee had seen where Jesus was buried and 
saw the large stone get rolled into place. They went as early as they could on Sunday morning with their spices and perfumes to 
properly honor Jesus’ body. They expected Jesus, their Teacher, their Messiah, their Savior, to still be dead.  

Then, when they get to the tomb, they saw that the stone was rolled away. How could that have happened? This could only be 
accomplished by tremendous strength. Maybe the soldiers who had been guarding Jesus’ tomb had done it. Others had reported an 
earthquake that morning. Could that be what had caused the stone to have rolled away from the grave? Did someone else do it? 

Before we decide who did it, there’s more evidence to take in. The women entered into the tomb, themselves still expecting to find 
Jesus’ body, but there was no body. This isn’t a case of finding a dead body but one of not finding the body that they knew was dead 
and placed in the tomb. There were only strips of linen, the burial cloths of Jesus. left. What do you make of that? Grave robbers 
would not have taken the time to leave them so neat and tidy; they would have taken the body and gotten away as quickly as 
possible, most likely leaving the linen cloths on for transportation purposes. If the soldiers were going to make sport of Jesus’ body, 
they also wouldn’t have bothered putting the linens all nice and neat back in the tomb without the body. Things aren’t adding up. 
The women wondered what this meant, trying to figure out this mystery.  

As the women are trying to piece this all together, reexamine the clues, and figure out what happened here, the mystery is solved 
for them. “Suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them.” (verse 4) These holy messengers, these 
angels, said to the women, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen!” (verses 5b-6a) You don’t 
have to worry about what happened to Jesus’ body. This isn’t really all that much of a mystery. No one stole him. No wild animals 
got to his remains. He’s not here because the simple fact is he’s not dead. He’s risen! He’s alive!  

How? How did you piece all that together? We are just looking at an empty tomb and a stone tossed to the side. How do you know 
he’s alive? The mystery of Easter isn’t much of a mystery when you listen.  

The angels continued, “Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to 
the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” (verses 6b-7) That conversation of Jesus telling his disciples 



that he would be betrayed, crucified, and rise back to life on the third day was recorded at least 8 times by the 4 Gospel writers. And 
then there are all the Old Testament references and prophecies that taught the Messiah would suffer and die and rise back to life. 
Jesus said it would happen this way. 

“Then [the women] remembered his words.” (verse 8) The evidence and the clues supported this. They knew Jesus had risen from 
the dead. He’s alive! This is amazing! We have to go and tell the others! Mystery solved! 

The mystery of Easter that had left the women wondering was solved very quickly by the angel’s announcement. It’s not a mystery 
to us anymore. Maybe the mystery for us to solve today on this Easter in 2019 is what does this event, a story, from 2000 years ago 
have to do with us? The answer: everything!  

On Good Friday, we relived what our sins cost Jesus: his death on the cross. But it didn’t just cost a death. It also cost Jesus a life – a 
life of perfection in order to fill each of us with his holiness and righteousness. So, when Jesus rose from the dead on Easter, we 
know without a shadow of a doubt that Jesus’ price for us – a perfect life lived for us and an innocent death died for us – was 
accepted before God the Father. Nothing holds us back from God now. We are welcomed by him with open arms. Our sins, our 
imperfections, our unworthiness is all gone. The devil who accuses us is crushed. God declares us forgiven, saved, perfected because 
Jesus rose from the dead for us! 

Not only this, but his resurrection guarantees that we too will rise from the dead one day to live with him forever. Even though Jesus 
actually died on the cross, the Holy One did not see decay. When he rose, he did not still have gaping, unhealed wounds from the 
crucifixion. Yes, he had the nail holes and the pierced side, but not flowing with blood. Think about that for a minute. These marks 
were there so that we know he truly did die for our sins. His risen body with these wounds healed means that our wounds are 
healed before God as well. On the Last Day, he will raise us and perfect our bodies in this way because Jesus rose from the dead! 

Jesus’ resurrection also gives us a sure and certain future based on the Word of God. He foretold that he would be betrayed, 
crucified, and then rise again. No one else could make that predication and then make it happen. Jesus could and did because he is 
God. That means that there is no promise, no Word, no foretelling that God will not fulfill. So, when he says that he is with you 
always to the very end of the age, he is. When he promises to work all things for your good, even when you are suffering and in pain 
and you see no way out, he will. When he says that nothing will separate you from his love, that’s true. When he says that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish – shall not be lost and cast away from him - but instead have eternal life living with him, that’s going 
to happen.  

The women rushed to tell the Eleven about this amazing event, this mystery of Easter now solved. “But they [the Eleven] did not 
believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense.” (verse 11) At first the disciples did not believe. Peter, 
though, had heard enough to mount an investigation of his own. He went to the tomb. He found it just as the women said. But he 
went away wondering, thinking that Easter was still a mystery. It’s as if he didn’t listen to the mystery’s solution.  

Every person has that Peter moment. Every person has to find out for themselves if this Jesus coming back to life thing is legit. 
Otherwise, it just remains a mystery. All the evidence, all of Scripture, all the testimonies line up to say the same thing time after 
time. Jesus Christ died on Friday and rose from the dead on Sunday. He had foretold that he would do it. The angels announced that 
he kept his Word. The people saw the stone rolled away, the empty tomb, and the neatly folded burial linens. Jesus lives, just as he 
said he would! On top of all that, Jesus appeared to Peter later that day, then to the Eleven, than to more than 500 brothers and 
sisters in Christ at the same time. All of them saw Jesus. They knew it was true. The mystery is solved! Christ has rose from the dead. 
This means that we are forgiven, that Christ’s righteousness does cover us, that we are accepted by God, that we belong to him and 
will live with him forever in heaven.  

That’s also solves the mystery of why things seem different here today at church. We have gathered here because Jesus did indeed 
rise from the dead. It’s a message we need to hear and read over and over again, just like those women, just like Peter. Listening to 
God and his Word solves this mystery.  

With the mystery of Easter solved, we know that the risen Christ proves his victory over dead. We go forward knowing that our sins 
are forgiven; that we are filled with Christ’s holiness, perfection, and righteousness; that he will raise us from the dead to live 
forever with God in that perfection he gave us. While we wait for that day, God will keep every single one of his promises to us. The 
mystery of Easter is solved. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia! Amen!  
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